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Rep. Anne Cartwright, R-Alstead, asks a question at a legislative briefing in 

Concord on nuclear plant safety issues on April 4. 
 

JAPAN DISASTER PROMPTS LAWMAKER QUESTIONS ON NUCLEAR 

SAFETY – Representatives of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, N.H. 

Homeland Security and Emergency Management and the state Division of Public Health 

Services briefed about 50 members of the N.H. House of Representatives on nuclear 

safety issues on April 4. The briefing, at the Legislative Office Building in Concord, was 

sponsored by Speaker William O’Brien and Rep. James Garrity, chairman of the 

Committee on Science and Technology, to respond to concerns about safety and 

emergency planning at Seabrook Station and Vermont Yankee in the wake of the 

Japanese nuclear disaster. Darrell Roberts, director of the Reactor Projects Division for 

NRC Region I, told the lawmakers that all 104 U.S. nuclear plants are built to withstand 

earthquakes, tsunamis, hurricanes and other natural disasters. He said each plant uses a 

“defense in depth” approach to provide multiple barriers to the release of radiation. 
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Dr. Jose Montero, director of Public Health Services, said the state regularly monitors air, 

water and soil for radiation. He said traces of radiation from the Japan disaster had been 

detected in snow samples in New Hampshire. But the amount of radiation was well 

below normal background radiation and was too small to present a health risk. HSEM 

Director Christopher M. Pope outlined emergency plans to respond to an accident at 

Seabrook Station or Vermont Yankee. 

 

NO RADIATION FOUND IN PUBLIC WATER SYSTEMS – Tests by the Radio 

Chemistry Laboratory of the Division of Public Health Services have found no 

radioactivity above Minimum Detectable Activity in surface water supplies for seven 

New Hampshire cities. The lab tested water samples from Berlin, Concord, Keene, 

Laconia, Manchester, Nashua and Portsmouth for iodine-131 and other radionuclides. 

The tests, conducted in late March and early April, were done to determine if any 

radiation from the damaged Japanese reactors had reached New Hampshire. Public 

Health Director Dr. Jose Montero said the drinking water is safe, although testing would 

continue. The lab also tested milk samples from farms in Kensington, Stratham, Concord, 

Hinsdale and Chesterfield and a water sample from the roof of the Department of Health 

and Human Services building in Concord. Those results also came back negative. 

 

VY SUES TO KEEP OPERATING – The owners of the Vermont Yankee nuclear 

power plant have gone to federal court seeking to continue operating after its license 

expires on March 21, 2012. VY’s operating license was renewed for another 20 years by 

the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. But Vermont also requires state approval of 

the plant’s license renewal, which appears unlikely to be granted. On April 18, two 

subsidiaries of VY owner Entergy Corporation filed suit in U.S. District Court in 

Vermont, seeking a judgment to prevent the state from forcing the plant to shut down. 

 

DHS IMPLEMENTS NEW TERROR ALERT – The U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security has put in place a new National Terrorism Advisory System (NTAS), replacing 

the color-coded system that had been used since 2002. NTAS, which went into effect on 

April 26, has two threat levels: “Elevated Threat,” which warns of a credible terrorist 

threat against the United States, and “Imminent Threat,” which warns of a credible, 

specific and impending terrorist threat against the United States. Depending on the nature 

of the threat, alerts may be sent to law enforcement, distributed to affected areas of the 

private sector, or issued to the public through official and social media channels. 

 

N.H. JOINS REGIONAL CYBER EXERCISE – New Hampshire participated in a 

regional cyber exercise, based on a scenario in which key state computer systems were 

disabled by a large solar flare. The scenario could become reality as the sun approaches 

the most active part of its 14-year cycle in the next few months and solar flare activity is 

at a maximum. Personnel from the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management and the Department of Information Technology reviewed and prioritized the 

state’s informational technology assets and determined how critical each was to the 

state’s economy, public safety and security. They identified three locations that are 

considered critical IT infrastructure. 
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The exercise was a part of the Regional Catastrophic Preparedness Grant Program, a 

federal grant program to provide funding to 10 sites nationwide to support planning for 

catastrophic events. The New England Regional Catastrophic Preparedness Initiative 

includes the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the states of New Hampshire and Rhode 

Island and the cities of Boston and Providence. HSEM and other state agency staff 

members also participated in a tabletop exercise in Boston on April 27 utilizing the 

Regional Catastrophic Coordination Plan. The tabletop scenario involved coordinated 

improvised explosive and cyber attacks in the three states. 

 

ENERGY AND PLANNING HOLDS ENERGY ASSURANCE WORKSHOP - The 

N.H. Office of Energy and Planning conducted an Energy Assurance Workshop on April 

19 that brought together public and private sector stakeholders to explore strategies for 

improving the reliability of energy supplies in New Hampshire. The workshop included 

consideration of electricity, natural gas, propane, home heating oil, gasoline, and diesel 

fuel supplies and delivery capabilities during and after catastrophic events. Participants 

included representatives from the private sector, Unitil, Sprague Energy, National Grid, 

Irving Oil Company, PSNH, Sea-3, Inc and the Propane Gas Association of New 

England, in addition to state agency representatives from HSEM, Public Utilities 

Commission and Fire Marshal’s Office. 

 

N.H. EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS CONFERENCE SET – The seventh annual 

New Hampshire Emergency Preparedness Conference will be held Thursday, June 16 at 

the Radisson Hotel in Manchester. The conference is open to emergency management, 

emergency medical, health, police, fire and public works personnel and features more 

than 30 breakout sessions. There is no charge for the conference, but pre-registration is 

required. For more information, go to www.NHEmergencyPrepConference.com or call 

603-573-3306. The conference is presented by the N.H. departments of Health and 

Human Services and Safety, N.H. Health Officers Association, N.H. Hospital 

Association, VolunteerNH, N.H. Public Health Network, American Red Cross, and 

Community Health Institute. 

 

IAEM CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN NASHUA – The Region I conference of the 

International Association of Emergency Managers will be held at Rivier College in 

Nashua on Friday, May 13. The keynote speaker is former New York City Mayor Rudy 

Giuliani. Registration and additional information on the one-day conference is at: 

http://www.iaem.com/about/membership/regions/region1/region1.htm#Region1Conferen

ce2011. 
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Keep up with emergency preparedness information in New Hampshire on 

www.nh.gov/readynh and Twitter.com/ReadyNH. 


